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THE TASK OF A THEORICUS 


Frater/Soror Herald, your duties? 

(salutes) I see that all the furniture of the Temple is properly arranged before the Opening. I 
guard the Portal. I admit the Fratres et Sorores of this Order. I assist in the reception of the 
candidate. I attend to the Lamp of my office. I lead all circumambulations and processions. I 
make all announcements and reports. 

What do your lamp and staff signify? 

The light of occult science and directing power. 


The following is the minimum required to advance from the 2=9 grade of Theoricus to the 
3=8 grade of Practicus. At least six months must pass between the grades except by 
special dispensation of the Steward. The Knowledge Lecture Examination should be the 
final task performed. 


1. 


Continue your record of all practices for the 2=9 grade as in previous grades and be 
prepared to hand in this Journal at the time of your examination. Record regularly 
those times when psychological projection has occurred and your analysis of them. 
(Refer to E.L.8 “Projections of the Shadow Self,” and S.L.2 “A Qabalistic View of 
Jungian Psychology, Section V-C p.12-15). It is recommended that you keep a 
Dream Journal during this period of time in the form of either a separate journal or 
notations in your regular journal. 


Continue with the daily performance of the Lesser Pentagram Ritual of Earth. 
Perform the Ritual for the Energizing of the Caduceus as instructed in E.L. #4. 


Read the lecture on the Theory of Magic carefully many times. Make an abstract of 
its doctrine and develop this outline using your own words. Seek to illustrate the 
various points of theory in ways which are different from those used in the original 
paper, writing thereby your own understanding of the theory of magic. Thus you 
will lay a foundation which you will find to be adequate support for your future 
efforts in practical magic. This thesis must be submitted to the chiefs of your lodge 
before you may advance to the next grade. 


Submit a paper covering your understanding of the psychological theories of the 
Shadow and of projection as outlined in E.L.8 “Projections of the Shadow Self.” 


Show the chiefs your colored copies of the 2=9 diagrams. 


Continue with the daily salutations but with the following change: replace the sign 
of Zelator with the sign of Theoricus, with the text remaining the same and continue 
to give the Sign of projected Light and the Sign of Silence for the first line of each of 
the salutations. 


Pass the written and oral examination on the Knowledge Lecture. This must be 
taken in the presence of a Chief. Do not schedule this test until you have 
completed all other tasks. 


Lecture on the Knowledge Necessary 
on Passing from the 2=9 Grade of Theoricus 
to the 3=8 Grade of Practicus 


1. The titles of the 2=9 Grade mean: 


(a) Theoricus: One instructed in Theory. 


(b) ol 


, Baal ha-Da'ath, Lord or Master of 


Knowledge. 


2. The Qabalistic term, , Da'ath, Knowledge, denotes: 
(a) The conjunction of the 2nd and 3rd Sephiroth, Chokmah and Binah, 


Father and Mother; on the Tree of Life, Da'ath is the point where the 
Path of Daleth crosses the path of Gimel. 


(b) The union of the letters g and g in the Divine Name pp, Yah or Jah. 


(c) 


oooL] is the number 474. The digits 474 add up to 15, and 15 is the 
sum of 10 and 5, or Dand jj, combined in Yah. 


The Qabalistic “Son,” or 00, Ben, because Ben is said to be the 
offspring of the union of the Father (Chokmah) and the Mother 
(Binah). This union is symbolized by the two letters 00, Yah. is 
attributed to Chokmah and { to Binah. 


The Son, 00, is the 6th Sephirah, or Tiphareth. Tiphareth corresponds 
to the third letter of Yod Heh Vav Heh, because the number of J is 6. 
Furthermore, 6 is the least number of 474 (gj), and also the 
reduction of 15, the value of 00, Yah. 


Hence The Book of Concealed Mystery says: “Through Da'‘ath or 
Knowledge, Wisdom (Chokmah) is combined with Understanding 
(Binah).” And the same book declares: “Da'ath itself is the 
beautiful Path (Tiphareth), but also the inner, whereto Moses 
referreth; and that Path lieth hid within the Mother, and is the 
medium of its conjunction.” Tiphareth is said to lie hidden within the 
Mother because the word p000, Aima, Mother (a title of Binah), is the 
same numeration, 52, as the word 00, Ben, Son. Furthermore, the 
word 0000, Binah, itself is composed of the letters of the Son (B and N, 
spelling 00, Ben) interlaced with the letters of the Divine Name 
attributed to the Father (I and H , spelling gg, Yah). 


tt 


. the inner, whereto Moses referreth” is pooo, mibeth, a word 
formed from the noun , Beth, house. It is used by Moses several 


times in connection with the Holy of Holies, in the expression “within 
the veil;” and in symbolism of the tabernacle and temple it refers to 
the interior spiritual life which is the field of occult research and 
practice. 


(d) The Qabalistic Foundation or Basis, Yesod, 0000. Da'‘ath refers to 

Yesod because it is written: “Father and Mother are perpetually 
conjoined in , Yesod, but concealed under the mystery of Da'ath or 
of Knowledge.”---Book of Concealed Mystery, 1:38. 
It is because of this attribution of Da'ath to Yesod that the mystery of 
Da'ath is associated with the Grade of Theoricus. (See lecture on The 
Theory of Magic for further development.) Your examination for the 
Grade of Practicus will not require a detailed explanation of the four 
attributions of Da'ath. At this stage of your progress no more is 
required than perfect knowledge of the four Qabalistic allocations 
mentioned in this section. 


3. The Qabalistic constitution of a man is conceived to be sixfold as 
follows: 


(a) D00000, Yekhidah, the ONLY ONE; the universal SELF, located in 
Kether. It is the POINT of living, conscious energy which is the focus 
of all the potencies of , Ain Soph Aur, the Limitless Light. 


(b) , Chaiah, the life-force located in Chokmah, the sphere of the 
Zodiac. Though localized as the vital principal in human personalities, 
Chaiah itself is identical with the radiant energy of the stars. 


(c) 0000 Neshamah, the Higher Soul, sometimes called the “Soul of God.” 
Its location is in Binah, and like Yekhidah and Chaiah, it is a universal 
principal. Neshamah is what Job 32:8 calls "the inspiration of the 
Almighty". The Divine Name "Almighty" is , Shaddai, part of the 
Grand Word of this Grade. 


(d) 00, Ruach, the Spirit. Qabalists subdivide Ruach in a sixfold 
manner, as follows: 


(1) Memory, attributed to Chesed 

(2) Will, assigned to Geburah 

(3) Imagination, the special power of Tiphareth 
(4) Desire, located in Netzach 

(5) Intellect, seated in Hod 

(6) Automatic Consciousness, seated in Yesod 


All six are aspects of the one Ruach, which is centered in Tiphareth as 
the self-consciousness, or personal self-awareness (ego), having its 
characterisic quality the power of making mental images. The 


personal Ego seated in Tiphareth is the projection of the SELF, 
Yekhidah, from Kether through the Path of the Uniting Intelligence, 
the 13th Path, attributed to Gimel. 


(e) ooo, Nefesh, the Animal Soul, the animating principal shared by Man 
with the kingdoms of life below the human level. 


By some Qabalistic, Nefesh is assigned to the 10th Sephirah. Others 
attribute Nefesh to Yesod. Our Fraternity holds to the latter 


attribution, because of the fact that the numeral value of gop, 430, is 
also the value of , Tzaddik Yesod Olahm, the full name of 
the 9th Sephirah. (See the lecture on the Theory of Magic for further 
details.) 

(f) , Guph, body. By some this word is believed to designate the 
etheric and astral vehicles, as well as the physical body. 
The number of (0 is 89, equivalent to poo Chapha, to cover, veil; and 
to , latayim, enchantments. Literally, latayem, signifies coverings 
or veilings, so that it is closely related in meaning to gpg. The idea 


that Guph, the body, veils or conceals the true nature of its animating 
spirit and soul. The veil of illusion (Sanskrit, Maya). 


4. The six principals of the Qabalistic constitution of man are assigned to 
the four letters of the Tetragramaton, thus: 


O, Yod. Its upper point corresponds to Kether and Yekhidah. The rest 
of the letter is assigned to Chokmah and to Chaiah. 


O, Heh. Corresponds to Binah and to Neshamah. 


O, Vav. Includes the powers of the six Sephiroth from Chesed to 
Yesod, but has special reference to Tiphareth. Note that knowledge of 
these powers is what is particularly intended by the word Da'ath, as 
used in the Hebrew title of this 2=9 Grade. 


O, Heh (final). Attributed to Malkuth, and to Guph, the vehicle of the 
higher principles. 


5. Further correspondences of the four suits of the minor Trumps of the 
Tarot are: 


WANDS (Clubs), corresponding to I of IHVH, to [i 
archetypal world, and to the element of Fire. 


, Atziluth, the 


CUPS (Hearts), corresponds to the first H of IHVH to [i 
creative world and the element of Water. 


, Briah, the 


SWORDS (Spades), corresponding to the V of IHVH, to ; 
Yetzirah, the world of formation, and to the element of Air. 


PENTACLES or COINS (diamonds), corresponding to the final H of 
IHVH, to , Assiah, the world of action or material world, and to 
the element of Earth. 


Let the Theoricus consider well the relation of these four suits of 
Tarot to the constitution of man as shown in Section 4 of this 
Knowledge Lecture. 


6. The four court cards in every suit of the Minor Trumps are thus 
assigned: 


The KINGS, or throned monarchs, are attributed to the letter Yod and 
to 9g, Ab the Father or Chokmah. 


The QUEENS are attributed to the letter Heh and to 0000, Aima, the 
Mother or Binah. 

The KNIGHTS are the forces which carry into execution the powers 
derived from the KINGS and QUEENS. These moveable, changing 
forces, symbolized by mounted riders correspond to V of YHVH and to 
00, Ben, the Son or Tiphareth. 


The PAGES or PRINCESSES correspond to the final H and to : 
Kallah, the Qabalistic Bride or Malkuth. 


7. The numbered cards of the Minor Trumps correspond to the letters of 
the Tetragrammaton as follows: 


00 the ACES, as representing the first Sephirah Kether and 
Yekhidah. 

the TWOS (or Deuces) as symbols of the second Sephirah 
Chokmah and Chaiah. 


0 the THREES, Binah and Neshamah. 


0 the FOURS, Chesed. 

the FIVES, Geburah. 

the SIXES, Tiphareth. 

the SEVENS, Netzach. 

the EIGHTS, Hod. 

the NINES, Yesod. 

These cards, from 4's through 9's correspond to the six-fold 
division of Ruach. 


Ol ](final)[|the TENS, Malkuth, Guph. 


The specific meaning of any Minor Trump may therefore be 
determined from its suit, combined with its name (if a court card) or 
its number. 


The term “Minor Trumps” is really a blind, since this portion of the 
Tarot is that which includes the most recondite mysteries. 


8. The Cube of Space has the following correspondences: 


(a) Each Axis of the Cube is assigned to a Mother Letter. 
(b) The faces are assigned to the Double Letters. 
(c) The edges are assigned to the Simple Letters. 
(d) The Finals are assigned to the diagonals. 
(e) The six directions and the center are attributed as follows: 
(1) East ----- Daleth (2) West ---- Kaph 
(3) North --- Peh (4) South --- Resh 
(5) Above -- Beth (6) Below -- Gimal 
(7) Center -- Tav and Mem (final) 


EXAMINATION 


1. Give and explain, the two titles of this Grade. 


2. Name the four Qabalistic attributions of |, Da’ath. 


3. What is Yekhidah? To what Sephirah does it correspond? 
4. What is Chaiah? Where is it located? 
5. What is Neshamah? Where is it placed on the Tree? 


6. What is Rauch? Where is it centered? Name the six subdivisions and 
their location on the Tree of Life. 


7. What is Nephesh? To what Sephirah does our Fraternity assign it? 
8. What is Guph? What is its place on the Tree? 


9. How is the constitution of man connected with the letters of the 
Tetragrammaton? 


10. Name the four Tarot Suits and their various attributions. 


11. Name and explain the four court cards of the minor trumps. 


12. How are the ten numbered cards related to the sephiroth? How to 0000? 


13. Give the specific meanings of : 


(a) The Ace of Wands (b) The Two of Cups 

(c) The Three of Swords (d) The Four of Pentacles 
(e) The Five of Wands (f) The Six of Cups 

(g) The Seven of Swords (h) The Eight of Pentacles 
(i) The Nine of Wands (j) The Ten of Cups 


14. The Cube of Space: Which type of Hebrew letter is assigned: 


(a) To the faces of the Cube? 

(b) Which type to the edges? 

(c) To the Axes? 

(d) How are the final letters assigned? 


(e) Complete the following correspondences: 


(1) North -- (4) West -- 
(2) East -- (5) Below -- 
(3) South -- (6) Above -- 


(7) The Center -- 


In addition to passing this examination, you must submit to your examining 
Chief, the copies of the “Holy City,” “Pentacle,” and “The Lineal Figures” 
diagrams which you have colored, and your Occult Journal. Additionally you 
must submit your thesis on the Theory of the Magic of Light before you are 
eligible for advancement. 


